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From: Christo Reeders
To: Musina Makhado; ronaldo.retief@deltabec.com; Ronaldo Retief; ronaldoretief@gmail.com;


Richard.Zitha@lieda.co.za; Mongwe V M; Khorommbi A
Cc: Dave Rudolph; Esti Rademeyer; Malan van Zyl; Wiam Haddad; phile@zz2.co.za; philezyl@gmail.com; Ian


Cameron; John Rosmarin; Elthea Schlesinger; Catherine Vise; Ashleigh Dore; Yolan Friedmann; Lauren
Liebenberg; Dr Ian Little; Jabu Linden


Subject: RE: Musina-Makhado SEZ Virtual Meetings Registration Notification
Date: Tuesday, 19 January 2021 11:50:31
Importance: High


Dear Sir / Madam,
 
We address you on behalf of the consortium represented by the abovementioned
addressees responsible for the submission on 22 October 2020 of provisional
comments in opposition to the SEZ as proposed in its current format; which comments
included a viable alternative to the incumbent proposal founded on an agriculture based
SEZ, consonant with the natural resources that exist within the Vhembe District.
 
We place on record that none of the comments and alternative proposals feature in the
revised draft EIA report that is currently the subject matter of a deeply flawed public
participation process.  In this regard we also draw your attention to the letter directed to
you by Mr Dave Rudolph on 9 December 2020.  That letter pointed out the fatal flaws in
the public participation process; including but not limited to the fact that as at 9
December 2020 already, given the confluence of prescribed time frames and simply
neglectful conduct on the part of the purported competent authority and the EAP, the
purported deadline for the submission of the final EIA report on 31 January 2021 was
unachievable.  Notwithstanding that water supply has emerged as the single most
prominent fatal flaw in the incumbent proposal, we are given to believe that an expert
geohydrologist was appointed only as recently as last week.  Quite evidently, whatever
report that person might produce in due course cannot possibly be subjected to any
scrutiny in terms of public participation before 31 January 2021.
 
We place on record that in the course of a focus-group meeting last week, Mr Zitha (a
co-addressee above) stated that the proponents of the SEZ could not be expected to
comply with the legislatively prescribed environmental principles and time frames as the
process would “take too long”.  Not only does this assertion evince a startling and
unlawful departure from peremptory legislative requirements, it also constitutes an
unequivocal admission that the process followed hitherto is legislatively-, including
constitutionally, flawed.
 
To your knowledge, best practice dictates that at least 14 days notice need be given of
public participation meetings.  It bears mention that not a single previous public
particpation meeting complied with this best practice principle.  Even in respect of the
now prudently cancelled direct public participation meetings, no approval therefor under
the Covid regulations had been granted by the competent authority in that respect, Mr
Mongwe, also a co-addressee.
 
So as not to be accused of obstructive conduct, take note that our clients’
representatives (including the writer) shall attend the hastily arranged virtual public
particpation meetings; albeit under protest.  We reserve our clients’ rights to in due
course fully ventilate the flawed process and to insist upon full and proper public
participation meetings, duly arranged in accordance with the best practice principle
aforementioned, if and when a draft EIA report is ever circulated that takes cognisance
of and incorporates the more than 3 000 public comments submitted to you during
September / October 2020.
 



mailto:christo.reeders@crattorneys.co.za

mailto:sez@deltabec.com

mailto:ronaldo.retief@deltabec.com

mailto:ronaldor@ncc-group.co.za

mailto:ronaldoretief@gmail.com

mailto:Richard.Zitha@lieda.co.za

mailto:MongweV@ledet.gov.za

mailto:KhorommbiA@ledet.gov.za

mailto:dave@ecinternational.co.za

mailto:esti.r@zz2.co.za

mailto:malan@zz2.co.za

mailto:wiam@zz2.co.za

mailto:phile@zz2.co.za

mailto:philezyl@gmail.com

mailto:ian.c@zz2.co.za

mailto:ian.c@zz2.co.za

mailto:odinp@global.co.za

mailto:elthea.es@gmail.com

mailto:catherinev@ewt.org.za

mailto:ashleighd@ewt.org.za

mailto:yolanf@ewt.org.za

mailto:lauren@herdreserve.co.za

mailto:lauren@herdreserve.co.za

mailto:ianl@ewt.org.za

mailto:jabulinden@hotmail.com





The incumbent flawed process does no more than pay haphazard lip service to the
legislatively prescribed process.  Quite frankly, it is a waste of time, resources and both
public and private funding.  What has become abundantly clear is that the purported
decision maker’s mind has become fixed and that no amount of common-sense
persuasion will bring about any mindset change and culminate in anything but a positive
record of decision within scant days after 31 January 2021.  As much had already
emerged from the Premier’s public address on 28 November 2019 in the course of an
investors’ meeting in Sandton when he stated that the SEZ is “a project too big to fail
and would proceed whether people liked it or not”.  Curiously, he already then
expressed dissatisfaction with the performance of the EAP and threatened to “fire” the
EAP and replace him with an entity that would be able to expedite the matter.  The
intervening time lapse and the absurdly accelerated process that is now being foisted
upon IAP’s make nonsense of Mr Zitha’s misplaced remark referred to above; viz. that
compliance with the prescribed legislative process would unduly delay the project.
 
A certain inevitability emerges from what we say above.  While it has become readily
apparent that no reasonable common-sense approach will alternatively persuade the
purported competent authority (a further indication that the incumbent process is a
waste of time and that all IAP input will simply fall to be ignored), the matter will only be
resolved by means of litigation in due course.  It is in that process that, inter alia, this
correspondence will be placed before the appeal authority and the High Court for
purposes of motivating the appropriate relief which we may advise our clients to seek.
 
Kindly ensure that you duly register our clients’ representatives above for purposes of
the proposed meetings.
 
Yours faithfully,
 
Christo Reeders.


83 Kerry Road
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Johannesburg
2193
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From: Musina Makhado <sez@deltabec.com> 
Sent: Friday, 15 January 2021 22:09
Subject: Musina-Makhado SEZ Virtual Meetings Registration Notification
 
Dear I&AP, NGO, Organ of State, and interested parties
 
As you were made aware on 9 January 2021, the public meetings that were scheduled for (i) Monday, 11
January 2021 at Nancefield in Musina; (ii) Tuesday morning, 12 January 2021 at the show grounds in Louis
Trichardt; (iii) Tuesday afternoon, 12 January 2021 in Polokwane at the offices of LEDA; and (iv) Wednesday, 13
January 2021 at the offices of Delta BEC in Pretoria, were cancelled and postponed. We hereby provide you
with the opportunity to register for either the virtual public meeting or focus group meeting for the farming



mailto:hcr@crattorneys.co.za





unions or the traditional communities’ meeting as indicated in the table below.
 
The postponement of the physical public meetings was requested by the public in response to the second wave
of the Covid-19 pandemic that is currently underway and in light of the regulations for Alert Level 3 of the
Disaster Management Act published by the Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs on 29
December 2020.
 
Delta BEC and LEDA will liaise with LEDET on the way forward regarding the current situation on the submission
of the final EIA report which under the current Directive by LEDET is due on 1 February 2021 due to the
restrictions and no physical contact sessions with the public, stakeholders, etc and on the cancellation of the
community meetings, public meetings and focus group meeting with the farmers. Meetings with the traditional
communities that were cancelled due to the Covid-19 risk will be undertaken at a suitable time and their
members will be informed beforehand, once these physical meetings allowed and South Africa placed in an
adjusted Covid-19 alert level and consultation with LEDET.
 
The link to register for the virtual meetings is:
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftNJwSACWSoJbqjoVHet2DCME_ivX1x7dQgeFBeQWI_8Nlrg/viewf
orm?usp=sf_link
 
 


Meeting Date Time


Virtual Public Meeting 20 January 2021 10:00 to 13h00


Virtual Focus Group Meeting with
Farmers


20 January 2021 14h00 to 16h00


Virtual Traditional communities meeting 21 January 2021 10h00 to 13h00
 
Please register before Tuesday, 19 January 2021 at 16h00 to allow Delta BEC to forward the parties who
registered for the respective meetings, their respective virtual Microsoft Teams link.
 
We trust that you will find this in order.
 
Kind regards
 
Ronaldo on behalf of Delta BEC



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftNJwSACWSoJbqjoVHet2DCME_ivX1x7dQgeFBeQWI_8Nlrg/viewform?usp=sf_link

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftNJwSACWSoJbqjoVHet2DCME_ivX1x7dQgeFBeQWI_8Nlrg/viewform?usp=sf_link



